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Celebrating the Dunkeld Diocesan 
Pilgrimage’s return to Lourdes

Despite many obstacles, the Dunkeld 
Lourdes group arrived in Lourdes on Fri-
day 8th July. Earlier this year, Bishop Ste-
phen and the Lourdes Committee had 
made the difficult decision to go ahead 
with the pilgrimage and share time with 
Our Lady, praying for her help in getting us 
safely to Lourdes and home again.

So much was done to organise travel, at 
very short notice, by a small group of amaz-
ing people, from the medical and musical 
teams, the clergy, and many volunteers who 
support the annual pilgrimage in Lourdes, 
giving their time to assist all the Diocesan 
pilgrims to share the best possible prayerful 
and spiritual  personal pilgrimage. There 
is no doubt that Our Blessed Mother was 
watching over them all! 

(continued on pages 8-9)
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Speaking, following the 
death of The Queen, Bishop 
Hugh Gilbert, President of 
the Bishops’ Conference of 
Scotland, said:

“It was with great sadness, 
that we learned today of the 
death of Her Majesty The 
Queen. Her life of outstand-
ing service during a reign 
of 70 years stands as an ex-
ample of dedicated public 
service in our own country, 

across the Commonwealth 
and around the world. Her 
determination to remain ac-
tive to the end of her long 
life, has been an example of 
Christian leadership, which 
demonstrated her great 
stoicism and commitment 
to duty and was undoubt-
edly a source of stability and 
continuity in times of great 
change.

Scotland’s Catholic bish-

ops will remember her in our 
prayers and pray for all those 
who mourn her loss.”

Bishop Hugh added: “On 
behalf of Scotland’s Catholic 
Bishops, I offer our congrat-
ulations and the promise of 
our prayers to King Charles 
as he becomes King. We pray 
for the repose of the soul of 
his mother Queen Elizabeth 
and for him and his family as 
he begins his reign.”
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Bishop Stephen Robson has announced 
the following clergy changes that are to 
take place in Dunkeld Diocese:

Canon Mark Cassidy – was recently ap-
pointed as Rector of the Pontifical Scots 
College in Rome. Bishop Stephen wished 
him every blessing in his work in the Col-
lege which he began in August, 2022.

Fr James Walls – previously Spiritual 
Director in the Pontifical Scots college in 
Rome, is appointed as parish priest of St 
Mary’s, Lochee and also as Priest Modera-
tor of the parishes of Ss Leonard’s and Fer-
gus’ and St Columba’s, working alongside 
Fr Alexander Obiorah.

Fr Jim is also to be Co-ordinating Chap-
lain to the Ninewells group of hospitals, 
having the responsibility primarily of draw-
ing up and supervising the rota for those 
city priest-chaplains who serve Ninewells. 

Fr Tobias Okoro – currently Parish Priest 
of Forfar and Kirriemuir, is appointed as 
parish priest of St Pius X, Douglas, Dundee 

and St Patrick’s in Stobswell, Dundee, in 
succession to Fr Ninian Doohan as from 
the weekend of 20/21st August, 2022. In 
addition, Bishop Stephen has appointed Fr 
Tobias as Vicar Episcopal for Religious and 
Consecrated Life in the Diocese.  

Fr Dijo Thomas CST – who was residing 
at St Ninian’s, Dundee, has been appointed 
parish priest of St Fergus, Forfar and St An-
thony’s, Kirriemuir from 20th/21st August, 
2022. 

Fr Nicholas Hodgson STB JCL – from 
the Archdiocese of St Andrews and Edin-
burgh, currently parish priest of St Mar-
garet’s, Duns, and St Andrew’s, Eyemouth, 
has been granted permission by Archbish-
op Cushley to come for pastoral work to 
our diocese. 

He will reside in the parish house of Our 
Lady Of Victories, Hilltown, Dundee and 
will assist Canon Kevin Golden VG in the 
cluster of parishes – St Andrew’s Cathedral, 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, Broughty Fer-
ry and Our Lady of Victories, Forebank. 

Clergy appointments 
in Dunkeld Diocese

Bishop of Dunkeld:

The Rt. Rev. Stephen Robson
30, Lawside Road,
Dundee. DD3 6BJ
Tel 01382 225453 
bishop@dunkelddiocese.org.uk

Vicars General:

Very Rev. Mgr. Aldo Canon Angelosanto
67 Newton Crescent
Carnousitie, Angus. DD7 6JA
stbridesmonifieth@dunkelddiocese.org.uk

Very Rev. Kevin Canon Golden
29 Westfield Road, 
Broughty Ferry, Dundee. DD5 1ED 
StAndrew@dunkelddiocese.org.uk
 

Curia

Chancellor
 Mr Malcolm Veal B.A. 
 chancellor@dunkelddiocese.org.uk
Assistant Chancellor
 Mr John Smith
Finance Administrator
 Miss Melissa Walton, F.C.C.A. 
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Finance Administrator Assistant
 Miss Lily Haverman A.C.C.A. 
 financeasst@dunkelddiocese.org.uk
Director of the Pastoral Centre
 Very Rev. Kevin Canon Golden 
 30, Lawside Road
 Dundee. DD3 6BJ
 Tel 01382 225453

 
Safeguarding

Mr John Smith
safeguarding@dunkelddiocese.org.uk

Episcopal Vicars:

Very Rev. Mark Canon Cassidy
(Vocations)
Immaculate Conception
41 High Street Lochee, Dundee. DD2 3AP
Tel 01382 611282

Very Rev. Michael Freyne
(Mission, Justice & Peace)
The Presbytery, St Bernadette’s
Baingle Brae, Tullibody. FK10 2SG
Tel 01259 213274

Very Rev. Steven Canon Mulholland 
(Ecumenism and Interfaith Relationships)
St John the Baptist’s, 20 Melville Street, 
Perth. PH1 5PY
Tel 01738 259371

Very Rev. Tobias Okoro 
(Religious and Consecrated Life)
St Pius X, Balerno Street, 
Dundee. DD4 8NP
Tel 01382 778449

Very Rev. Thomas Canon Shields 
(Education)
The Presbytery, St Fillan’s
Ford Road, Crieff. PH7 3HN
Tel 01764 653269

The Bishops of Scotland have appoint-
ed Fr Rogi Thomas, formerly Academic 
Tutor, at the Pontifical Scots College in 
Rome as the College’s new Spiritual Di-
rector. He took over from Fr James Walls, 
who has returned to the Diocese of Dun-
keld after four years, on the Formation 
Team. Fr Rogi took up his new role from 
September.

The College thanks Fr Rogi for accepting 
the task of guiding the seminarians on their 
spiritual journey and his congregation, The 
Little Flower Congregation (CST Fathers), 
for allowing him to continue to contribute 
to the College’s formation programme.

Commenting on his appointment, Fr 
Rogi stated,

“I consider it a privilege and great honour 
to have been appointed as the new Spiritual 

Director of the Pontifical Scots College. I 
thank Almighty God for this blessing and 
the Bishops of Scotland for placing their 
trust in me. I trust in His Providence and 
walk in His ways.’

PONTIFICAL SCOTS COLLEGE, ROME

Fr Rogi Thomas is appointed 
as Spiritual Director
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Fr Malcolm Hutchison with Bishop Stephen Robson after his ordination

Ordination 
day at 
St Andrew’s
Cathedral

Ordained on Wednesday 6th July 2022, 
Malcolm Hutchison (32) is a native of 
Dundee, from the parish of St Joseph’s in 
Wilkies Lane.

He attended Blackness Primary School 
and then the Harris Academy before study-
ing Chemistry at Edinburgh University. He 
worked at a clothing manufacturer for a 
year or so before returning to study Divin-
ity while continuing to work in Edinburgh, 
latterly for a notable haggis-producing fam-
ily. 

Malcolm said, “ I was not raised as a Cath-
olic in Dundee – it was only when I went to 
university that I really discovered my Faith, 
finding that special joy in the life of Jesus 
Christ and the salvation which He has at-
tained for us, and that living link to Christ 
through the Church which He founded.”

“I was baptised by the Dominican Friars 
in Edinburgh and have enjoyed gaining a 
greater experience of the Church and all 
her people since then, especially getting to 
know the Church in Dundee and the whole 
diocese which I had missed out on when I 
was younger.”

His studies for the priesthood began at 
the Royal Scots College in Valladolid, Spain 
and then continued the Pontifical Scots 
College in Rome. The academic part of for-
mation for priesthood consists of two years 
of philosophical studies and then a theol-
ogy degree, studying with people from all 
over the world. The final years in Rome are 
spent studying a postgraduate degree spe-
cialising in some area of study.

During the latter stages of his priestly 
formation Fr Malcolm worked in St John’s, 
Perth, and St Mary’s, Lochee; St Andrew’s 
Cathedral and then in St Fillan’s, Crieff.

Following his ordination Fr Malcolm has 
now returned to Rome for a final year of 
study for the Licence in Patristic at the Au-
gustinian Institute.

Fr Malcolm celebrates his First Mass on the day after his Ordination 
- in his home parish at St Joseph’s, Dundee.

Photos by Eddie Mahoney
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“The journey of faith is never a walk 
in the park, but is a commitment that 
is sometimes arduous”.  Pope Francis

I read recently where Pope Francis 
said, “Always remember this: life is 
a journey.  It is a path, a journey to 
meet Jesus”. I have been thinking 
about the journey of the spiritual 
life, and I thought I would share 
a journey of a friend of mine who 
died two months ago.

Her name was Margaret Glover, and in 
the Carmelite monastery her name was Sis-
ter Mary of the Holy Spirit. But let me tell 
you her story…….

She was a former Lawside Academy pupil 
who grew up in Perth and Dundee. Reflect-
ing on her life might help us on our journey. 

I remember very clearly the moment in 
1958 when I heard someone saying, “Mar-
garet is going off to Carmel in Dumbarton”. 
I was 14 at that time with other interests in-
cluding a season ticket for St Johnstone; but 
at that moment my breath was taken away 
by the audacity and the radicality of what 
this young woman, who was only three 
years older than me, was going to do. It 
seemed to me an act of enormous courage 
to give one’s life to God in this all-consum-
ing way and to enter what in those days was 
a very austere and strictly enclosed monas-
tery - where she remained for the next 64 
years.

She had done extremely well in her 
Highers and had a place at university and 

was advised to take up her place at St An-
drews first. But she was an idealistic young 
woman of 17 who was in love – in love with 
God – and so she followed her heart which 
wanted to give everything to God; and so 
she made a very free and singular choice to 
become a Carmelite nun.

Over the years I knew her well, and I be-
gan to realise that she saw this as an adven-
ture. She saw it as a challenge. She realised 
the adventure would not take her to Africa, 
Asia or to unknown parts of the world. In-
stead of adventuring geographically, she 
travelled spiritually and emotionally by a 
life of prayer and union with God.

Carmelites of course work for their liv-
ing; but at the heart of the vocation is a 
face-to-face encounter with the living God 
- sometimes in darkness and difficulty, and 
sometimes in light, but always believing 
they are part of the great cosmic praise of 
God.

And Sister Mary of the Holy Spirit un-
derstood the core of her vocation very 
clearly. Of course, any vocation involves re-
nunciation. The married person has to give 
up certain alternatives for the one limited 
good of the marriage and the family. And 
so it is that a Carmelite nun, in making a 
free surrender to God, has to see the adven-
ture through new lens. The journey would 
not be relational in terms of marriage, or 
geographical in terms of new lands; but 
would be a real journey inwards, and in a 
sense a journey upwards.

This journey she navigated with great 
faith through good times and difficult 
times. Her father secured a senior lec-
tureship in Canada, and in 1959 left Perth 
where he was Headmaster and took the 
whole family, including her six brothers 
and sisters, to Vancouver. Sister Mary of the 
Holy Spirit chose to remain, living a life of 
prayer in Scotland.

And so I suppose the question we really 
have to ask is, “Were these 64 years in the 
monastery worth it?”

No one can really answer this without be-
ing either pious or speculative. Nobody can 
answer it - because you cannot put a value 
on love. You cannot evaluate dedication or 

self-giving. You cannot put a thermometer 
into a life poured out for others and for 
our world. And above all you cannot put a 
value on what we call grace – that mysteri-
ous relationship between God and human-
ity which permeates the world in which we 
live as much as the air we breathe does. In 
the end it is a matter of faith; and I believe 
that this was not a waste of a life as some in 
our pragmatic world would see it. Rather I 
know it is a picture of a life of challenge and 
of struggle and of fulfilment – a picture of 
the response to the intimate call of God.

Why have I gone to such lengths in tell-
ing this story? I have done so to remind 
each one that read this that, just as this 
young Dundee girl engaged with God in 
her special way, each one of us is separately 
called to say “yes” to God in our own way 
- whether we are married, single, divorced, 
separated, gay or straight. God loves us 
completely, and God calls us to journey 
with him. 

How we do respond to this challenge of 
Jesus, of Pope Francis, of the deepest stir-
rings of our own hearts?  We can only do 
this when we stop and listen to God, and 
hear him invite us on the journey each day. 

To have the courage to do this, I believe 
we also have to remember his words, ”Be-
hold I am with you always, yes to the end 
of time”. The truth is that as we do journey 
through life, he is never further away from 
us than our own hearts. I will conclude by 
recalling the words I always see at the en-
trance to the Carmelite monastery: “No 
matter how quietly we whisper, God will 
always hear our prayers”.

Let us dare to whisper; and let us 
dare to listen; and let us walk the 
journey with our loving God. 

Then we will be true women and 
men of prayer.

               
...link to Sr Mary’s Requiem Mass

Ronald McAinsh, C.Ss.R. shares a special story...

Life is an adventure

The old monastery at Dumbarton
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Dunkeld’s Annual Mission Awareness 
Event takes place on Saturday 22nd Oc-
tober, 10am-3pm, at St Mary’s, Forebank. 
Dundee. It looks set to bring a new per-
spective to our understanding of the work 
of the Church in the field of Mission. 

During the month of October the whole 
Church reflects and prays for the Missions 
and the Synod Process has no doubt raised 
a few questions in our parish communities 
and organisations about mission and how 
we do mission. 

Fr Mike Freyne, Dunkeld’s Vicar Epis-
copal for Mission, Justice and Peace,  said, 
“the Synod process has perhaps helped us 
become more aware that the challenges of 
our modern world are forcing us to ques-
tion how to live mission in different ways.”

“One of our first events was led by Fr 
Vincent Lockhart, Missio Scotland’s Na-
tional Director, on ‘reverse mission’.”

Fr Mike continues, “Probably we Scots felt 
we were a well-established Church sending 
out lots of missionaries all over the world. 
However, Scotland has also always been a 
missionary country receiving missionar-
ies. We have always relied on missionaries! 
However, we probably not been aware of it! 
Why? Because they were generally white, 
their native language was English and they 
did not have to travel far. What would we 
have done without the Irish priests who of-
ten became Scottish Diocesan priests?”

“Many still regard Polish, African, Indi-
an, Asian priests as a “stop gap”. Scotland 
has fewer priests than we are used to so we 
need to appoint priests from somewhere 
to our parishes. However, the majority of 
these wonderful priests are from mission-
ary orders or dioceses with a missionary 
spirit. They are not here to fill up the gaps 
but to announce the Good News. We are 
part of their mission.”

“Europe, the UK, Scotland today are re-
garded as missionary territories. Perhaps 
this concept is a little strange to us and we 
hope to explore this more at our Mission 
event in October.”

Please put Saturday 22nd October 2022 
in your diary. It would be wonderful to 
have some people from every parish.

Diocese of Dunkeld Catholic Chaplains
Ninewells, Royal Victoria Hospitals and Roxburghe House

Direct Line 07821 624124
Patients with foreknowledge of their admission to hospital 

should endeavour to seek the Sacrament of the Sick 
from their Parish Priest beforehand

Please be aware that it is necessary to make an express request
(using this number or via the staff) for a hospital visit, 

as admission lists are no longer passed on to the chaplain

NHS Tayside Switchboard 01382 660111

Use this number to request an emergency alert 
to be sent to the hospital pager of the priest on call

www.dunkelddiocese.co.uk/hospital

Scotland 
has always 
welcomed 
missionaries...

DUNKELD’S MISSION EVENT SEES HOW ROLES ARE REVERSEDDUNKELD’S MISSION EVENT SEES HOW ROLES ARE REVERSED

WeWe are missionary territory are missionary territory
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Mgr Patrick McInally, parish priest at St 
Columba’s, Cupar and St Fillan’s, Newport-
on-Tay, celebrated the 50th anniversary of 
his priestly ordination earlier this summer. 
He was born in Montrose in 1947, he stud-
ied for the priesthood at St Mary’s College, 
Blairs, and Royal Scots College, Valladolid. 

Fr Pat McInally was ordained in St An-
drew’s Cathedral, Dundee, on July 8th, 
1972, by Bishop William Andrew Hart. His 
first appointments were as as sistant priest 
in St Clement’s, Dundee, and then St John’s, 
Perth,  following which he undertook fur-
ther studies, at St Patrick’s College, Carlow.

 
Fr Pat returned to the dio cese the fol-

lowing year, when he was appointed Parish 
Priest of Our Lady of Sorrows, Dundee and 
in 1993, he was appointed parish priest of 
St Matthew’s, Whitfield, Dundee, in addi-
tion to Our Lady’s. 

After the retiral of Canon James Malaney 
in 1997 Fr Pat was appointed to his pre-
sent parish, St Columba’s, Cupar - extend-
ing, at times,  to Tayport, Newport-on-Tay 
and Abernethy. He also serves in civic life 

as a Community Councillor for the Royal 
Burgh of Cupar and District.

He was made a Canon of the Cathedral 
Chapter in March 2006 and is currently the 
Provost of the Cathedral Chapter. In 2019, 
he was appointed Monsignor. He is also a 
trustee of the Diocese of Dunkeld.

Speaking about the celebrations, Mgr Pat 
said, “After months of uncertainty, due to 
the coronavirus epidemic, I was eventu-
ally able to celebrate my 50th Jubilee in the 
Priesthood surrounded by family, parish-
ioners and friends. All my surviving sib-
lings were able to attend, including my 89 
year old sister who travelled from Peters-
field in England, my Canadian Family and 
relatives from Northern Ireland and other 
parts of Great Britain.”

Cupar parishioners mark a great priestly milestone
Mgr Pat McInally’s Golden Jubilee Mass

Members of the Cupar Pipe Band, led by the Rev. Ian Wotherspoon, accompany Sinead Scobie’s beautiful interpretation of Highland Cathedral

Mgr Pat McInally - “The Lord be with you...”

Mgr Pat McInally proclaiming the Gospel
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“We had a wonderful family weekend 
from 10th-12th July, including a Ceilidh 
on Friday 10th, a family get-together on 
Saturday 11th (the first time we had been 
together for 10 years), the Thanksgiving 
Mass on Sunday morning, followed by a 
Garden Party. Thanks be to God we were 
blessed with fine weather throughout the 
weekend.”

Mgr Pat thanked the many people who 
had helped to make it such a wonderful, 
memorable occasion:

The North Fife Cluster of Churches who 
all contributed generously to help cover the 
cost of the celebration; the parish Music 
Ministry and Youth Choir ‘Cantare’, who 
worked long and hard to provide a fitting, 
and uplifting, liturgical celebration; and the 
Cupar Pipe Band who accompanied the 
singing during the Recessional hymn to 
the tune ‘Highland Cathedral’, led by Rev. 
Ian Wotherspoon and Sinead Scobie, who 
created a special highland dance to accom-
pany the music

Mgr Pat added “Thanks also to Scott 
Butchers of Dundee who provided us with 
a wonderful barbecue, and Luvians Bottle-
shop, in Cupar, for supplying an excellent 
array of white and red wines to wash eve-
rything down.”

 “I thank God for the opportunity to 
have served the people of the Diocese for 
so many years and, with God’s grace and 
continued good health, I hope to do so for 
some years to come.”

From members of Cupar Old Parish 
Church of Scotland, Rev Jeff Martin wrote 
this heartfelt message which was read out 
by a parishioner during the Mass.

“On behalf of the Session of the Cupar 
Old Parish Church, and its members, ad-
herents, and friends, we congratulate you on 
the fiftieth anniversary of your ordination 
into the Ministry of Word and Sacrament.”

“We give thanks to God for your witness 
of faith and for your ministry, especially for 
the ecumenical partnerships that you have 
encouraged in Cupar. We have been blessed 
by your service, and the ways in which 
you have worked with the whole Christian 

fellowship and the broader community to 
serve those in need; advocate for peace and 
justice; establish places of welcome; encour-
age spiritual growth; and provide a witness 
of Christian presence in the town.” 

“It is our privilege to walk with you each 
year on Good Friday, as we provide public 
witness of the faith we share. It is our calling 
to live out that literal, shared walk of faith 
throughout the year, with our commitment 
to partnership in meaningful service, sup-
port, and witness in our community.”

“It is our joy to commend you for your 
life of witness and service, and to call upon 
God’s Spirit to bless and enrich you as you 
continue in the profession of your faith in 
Jesus Christ, the One whom we together 
claim as Lord-and Saviour.”

 
“We count ourselves as blessed to be your 

sisters and brothers in Christ.”

“We give thanks to God for 
your witness of faith and for 
your ministry, especially for 
the ecumenical partnerships 
that you have encouraged 
in Cupar. We have been 
blessed by your service, 
and the ways in which you 
have worked with the whole 
Christian fellowship and the 
broader community to serve 
those in need; advocate for 
peace and justice; establish 
places of welcome; encour-
age spiritual growth; and 
provide a witness of 
Christian presence in 
the town.”

St Columba’s Youth Choir - Cantare - with a Post Communion Anthem

These young musicians at St Mungo’s Primary, Alloa, have just had their first lesson.

SCHOOL NEWS
Beginners please...

QR Code link to Jubilee Mass

https://www.dunkelddiocese.
co.uk/mgr-mcinally-celebrates-
50th-anniversary-of-priestly-
ordination/
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Margaret Mitchell shares 
some thoughts, 
with photographs taken 
by Elizabeth Barbour 
and Allan Whyte

Dunkeld Diocese shared time in Lourdes 
with Edinburgh Diocese, the only other 
Scottish Diocese to travel  in 2022.  This de-
cision was taken after the health pandemic 
affected our choices over the past 2 years, 
with the last Dunkeld Lourdes pilgrimage 
being in July 2019.

The volunteer teams, and Dunkeld pil-
grims arrived in Lourdes by different flights 
from Scotland, all converging in the small 
town of Lourdes, nestled amidst the Pyr-
enees mountains. Our first visit is always 
to the Domain, where the Sanctuaire Notre 
Dame de Lourdes, and the Grotto of Mass-
abielle is located, to kneel and say thanks 
to Mary, Our Mother for helping us arrive 
safely, and overcome all the obstacles to 
travel that presented themselves this year 
in 2022. 

We shared an amazing, very special time 
that week. The joy of finally being back in 
Lourdes, after two years of absence, made 
the liturgical services even more special, 
and prayerful. From the opening Mass in 
the beautiful Rosary Basilica, and peniten-
tial service on our first day, feeling humbled 

by our surroundings, and sharing time with 
friends in the Acceuil, and local hotels, eve-
ryone had their own special highlights of 
our shared time with Mary, Our Mother to 
take home with them. 

Particular highlights were the Grotto 
Mass, followed by time spend at the statue 
of St Margaret of Scotland, and the Blessed 
Sacrament Procession in the Underground 
Basilica. 

We travelled for our Dunkeld Mass at 
Bartres, a small village outside Lourdes, 
where Bernadette  lived twice in her life. 
Arriving at the Church, hearing our two 
pipers playing  outside, was very moving 
and inspirational for us all, followed by a 
beautiful musical accompaniment to our 
Mass, and we all agreed that we were so 
fortunate in having  such a strong Dun-
keld musical team providing prayerful ac-
companiment during our liturgical services 
during the week.

Another special moment is always the 
Marian procession, in the evening with the 
light fading, and pilgrims from across the 
world, moving together, praying together 
to Our Mother across language barriers. 
Visiting Lourdes and sharing this prayerful 
walk, as the night comes in, the dark lit by 
thousands of candles held high, is beyond 
words, and must be experienced. Perhaps 
in next year?

Celebrating a return to Lourdes
for our Diocesan Pilgrimage
Continued from page 1

Canon Brian McLean and the clergy celebrating Mass in Bartres

Dunkeld’s music ministry in full voice

Pilgrims arrive at the Grotto

A moment to share
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Laura O’Donnell, a new 
member of ‘Team Yellow 
Shirts’, the Diocesan 
Volunteers, writes:

“In the heart of the Pyrenees mountains, 
a sight of undeniable natural beauty, the 
sun sets as we gather for our final evening 
prayer. Nearby a group of Spanish pilgrims 
sing a melodic chant which echoes across 
the prairie, and there is a sense of peace in 
the domain which feels almost tangible. 
Standing among this circle of bright smiles 
and yellow T-shirts, I reflect on the past 
week and feel an overwhelming surge of 
gratitude.”

“What has struck me most about Lourdes 
is the abounding care and love shown for 
those in need. At every turn, tenderness 
is being directed towards a loved one or a 
stranger. It is a place which restores one’s 
faith in the goodness of humanity. The vol-
unteers I have met are among the kindest 
and most selfless people I have ever en-
countered; they have welcomed me, made 
me feel loved, valued and a part of some-
thing so much bigger than I.” 

“Our Masses together have been joy-
ous occasions which have left me feeling 
uplifted, whilst at our social gatherings in 
the Jeanne D’Arc I have laughed, sang and 
formed friendships which I hope and be-
lieve will last a lifetime.”

“Sitting down for coffee and ice cream 
with our pilgrims, I have been awed by 
their stories, their sense of humour and 
vitality and their unwavering faith in the 

power of this place to heal and restore. 
Travellers to Lourdes come from all walks 
of life and corners of the globe, for reasons 
which are diverse and deeply personal, yet 
here we are joined together in music and in 
prayer. Nowhere is this more apparent than 
in the Marian procession, where we raise 
our candles to light the way as dusk settles, 
singing Ave Maria and creating a striking 
display of unity.”

“I leave Lourdes with a sense of humil-
ity and inner peace, qualities which in our 
hectic world are often scarce in abundance.”

DUNKELD
LOURDES SERVICE
Dunkeld Lourdes Service
organises the support that allows 
infirm people of our Diocese to 
make their pilgrimage to Lourdes 
each year. Every year we have to 
raise funds to enable us to carry 
out this work. 

For the 2023 pilgrimage we are 
holding the Dunkeld Lourdes 
Service Fundraising Ball on 
Saturday, 1 October 2022, in the 
Apex Hotel, Dundee DD1 3JP. 

This will be a dinner dance and 
tickets are £50. For further 
details please contact Ruth Anne 
on 07801227443 or e-mail

Next year is a very 
special year for the 
‘Team Yellow Shirts’, 
as it will be 40 years 
since the first coach 
load of Dunkeld Youth 
arrived to help care 
for our Dunkeld 
Pilgrims. 

A moment to relax

A time for prayer

Bringing a Scottish flavour to the liturgy

Mgr Aldo praying for the sick and for all those who care for them
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NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR SCHOOLSNEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR PARISHES

The parish of St Bride’s in Pitlochry, 
which includes St Columba’s in Birnam and 
Our Lady of Mercy in Aberfeldy, was de-
lighted to welcome Bishop Stephen on the 
weekend of the 6th-7th August where he 
celebrated Mass with Fr Emmanuel in the 
three churches. 

He was given a warm welcome in more 
ways than one as he arrived on one of the 

weekends of glorious weather in Highland 
Perthshire this year. Bishop Stephen was 
given a tour of the allotment which is next 
to St Columba’s and everyone was able to 
enjoy food and chat outside after the Satur-
day Vigil Mass. 

On the Sunday, parishioners and visi-
tors alike took the opportunity to meet the 
Bishop at Aberfeldy and Pitlochry.

Mark McCormack and Miriam McFadyen were married in Ss Peter & Paul’s, Dundee 
with a Guard of Honour provided by fellow Hurlers. Mgr Ken McCaffrey was the celebrant. 

Great sporting send off for happy couple 
at Ss Peter & Paul’s, Church, Dundee

Highland Perthshire’s warm welcome for Bishop Stephen

Celebrating two First Communion Days

Fr Johney Raphael (centre back) and Fr Dijo Thomas with the staff and children from 
St Clement’s Primary on their First Communion Day in St Ninian’s, Dundee.

Fr Johney Raphael (centre back) and Fr Dijo Thomas with the staff and children from 
St Ninian’s Primary on their First Communion Day in St Ninian’s, Dundee.
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NEWS AND PICTURES FROM AROUND OUR PARISHES

Already the proud recipients of a na-
tional silver eco award, parishioners at St 
Ninian’s, Dundee, are stepping up their 
efforts in their quest for gold. As part of 
their mission to care for the planet, they are 
increasing their recycling credentials and 
binning unnecessary waste. Their latest ef-
fort was to hold a sale of previously-loved 
clothes as a means of encouraging people to 

recycle items which have been hanging in 
wardrobes. Buying second-hand clothing 
is good for the planet, and also gives those 
struggling in this cost of living crisis to pur-
chase items at a reasonable price.

The sale was organised by parishioner 
Margret MacPhail, who said, “The more we 
are able to recycle pre-loved clothing, the 

less has to go to landfill, which is already 
bursting at the seams.”

“As well as helping the environment, we 
were also able to aid church funds, as we 
realised £500. It was a terrific effort from a 
great group of parishioners. We are delight-
ed with the results on both fronts, environ-
mentally and financially.”

Helpers Bridget Lonnie, Margaret Morgan and Ann Joiner

St Ninian’s parishioners are focused on a quest for Gold! 

Days to remember at the Holy Family, Dunblane

Fr Louis Uwaezuoke and Bishop Stephen with the boys and girls at the Holy Family parish, Dunblane 
on the occasions of their First Holy Communion (top) and Confirmation (bottom).

Celebrating two First Communion Days

Fr Johney Raphael (centre back) and Fr Dijo Thomas with the staff and children from 
St Clement’s Primary on their First Communion Day in St Ninian’s, Dundee.

Fr Johney Raphael (centre back) and Fr Dijo Thomas with the staff and children from 
St Ninian’s Primary on their First Communion Day in St Ninian’s, Dundee.

Highland Perthshire’s Warm Welcome for Bishop Stephen
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Bernadette Dailly reports:

When the Covid restrictions were lifted 
in February 2021 the parishioners of St 
Clement’s Church were devastated by the 
news that the church building would not 
reopen due to the prohibitive cost of repair-
ing it. Immediately, as a stop gap, the hall 
became the church centre.  

In March 2022 Bishop Stephen, Diocesan 
advisers and the Parish Council held an ex-
traordinary meeting when plans were dis-
cussed about a way forward using the hall.  
In April Bishop Stephen celebrated Mass 
and explained the situation to the congre-
gation and it was agreed to do limited re-
pairs to the hall. Some parishioners painted 
the walls and further improvements were 
made, a red carpet was laid on the stage and 
red velvet curtains were hung as a backdrop 

another altar was brought in and soon, we 
had a beautiful Sanctuary.  

  
Next the Stations of the Cross were hung 

on the walls. The final work was the cutting 
of the pews and transporting them to the 
hall.

There is now room for about 70 worship-
pers and our little church looks beautiful 
and is a welcoming place open to all, we 
also have a small hospitality area and we 
look forward to celebrating our Diamond 
Jubilee later this month.

St Clement’s parishioners show their
determination for a new way forward

After being postponed twice due to 
Covid, four members of the Association 
Jeanne Jugan from Dundee travelled 
through to the Little Sisters of the Poor 
home in Glasgow to join the Golden Jubi-
lee celebrations for Sr Margaret Laetitia.

In his sermon Glasgow’s Bishop Emeri-
tus, Mario Conti, reflected on the life and  
work of Sister Margaret Laetitia, and so too 
each of the Little Sisters who had left their 
family to offer their life in the service of 
the elderly and by taking vows of Poverty, 
Chastity and Obedience where they freely 
sacrificed the prospect of getting married 
or having children.

The Dundee group arrived with flowers 
and a Dundee Cake! They also had an op-
portunity to meet up with Sr Mary Mar-
garet from Dundee and is member of the 
Little Sisters community in Greenock. Fol-
lowing the Mass there was a lovely three 
course meal prepared by the catering team 
at the home including the Golden Jubilee 
cake, which was thoroughly enjoyed by 
everyone. It was a really joyful and uplift-
ing day and we pray for more vocations for 
the Little Sisters so that they may continue 
to serve our elderly. 

Association members are keeping in 
touch with the Little Sister of the Poor

L-R Ann, Mary, Sr Mary Margaret, Christine & Jim

A welcoming place - open to all
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Scotland’s National 
Youth Pilgrimage 
to the heart of 
our diocese

As we go to press, Scotland’s young Cath-
olics are gathering in Dunkeld on their 
Annual Youth Pilgrimage. The day begins 
at St Columba’s Church in Birnam, where 
pilgrims will depart on a one mile walk to 
Dunkeld Cathedral. Along the way there 
will be stations for prayer and blessing.  
Once the pilgrims have reached the Cathe-
dral, there will be a time of catechesis, fun 
and fellowship, before we join together for 
Holy Mass celebrated by Archbishop Leo 
Cushley. 

If there’s time, there may also be an op-
portunity to visit the beautiful Hermitage 
and waterfall just a half-hour walk away! 

By John Kelly
Brother Douglas was born in  Glasgow 

on the 23rd January 1941 and died in 
Glasgow on Sunday, 17th July 2022 at the 
age of 81, in the 63rd year of his religious 
life with the Marist Order. 

In 1986, when Bishop Vincent Logan ap-
pointed Brother Douglas as the diocese’s 
first Youth Officer, to work with Youth Di-
rector Fr Eugene O’Sullivan, it was the be-
ginning of a 37-year association with our 
diocese.

The position of Youth Officer saw him 
visiting the young people of every parish 
trying to involve them in various Diocesan 
events including the annual pilgrimage to 
Lourdes where the “Dunkeld Youth Ser-
vice” was revitalised.

As well as looking after the DYS from 
his office in Roseangle he also looked af-
ter Birchwood House in Birnam, a country 
house used for retreats, holidays etc., regu-
larly engaging groups of young (and not 
so young!) volunteers to paint, hang wall-
paper and clean the house in readiness for 
bookings.

Teaching being his great passion, he 
chose to go back to school (in his own 
words “before he was too old”) taking up 
a post in St Saviour’s High School until the 
then Rector of Lawside Academy, Jim Free-
man, called upon him to set up a unit to 
accommodate children who found it diffi-
cult to fit into school.  Thus, the “Recovery 

Unit” was born, continuing until Br Doug-
las retired from teaching in 2006.

After his retiral Br Douglas stayed on in 
Dundee in an advisory role at the new St 
Paul’s Academy and later in St John’s H.S. 
During this time the Mangamanuthu Pro-
ject came into being where many staff and 
pupils, from both schools, visited India to 
help the local community.

Br Douglas finally retired in 2013 but 
continued his translation work for the 
Marists and welcomed his many friends 
and confrères to his home. In late 2019 he 
moved back to Glasgow where, after a short 
illness, he died on 17th July 2022.

St Leo’s Church, Dumbreck, in Glasgow, 
was crowded for the funeral of Br Doug-
las, with family, friends, former work col-
leagues and his fellow Marist Brothers. 
The numbers present, many of whom had 
travelled distances for the funeral, said it all 
about the regard, esteem and love in which 
Br Douglas was held.

Members of the St Mungo Singers led 
the congregation in singing the entrance 
hymn Be thou my vision as Br Douglas’s 
coffin was brought in and symbols of his 
life and work were placed on it: a Bible, his 
Profession Cross, the Marist Constitutions 
and Rule of Life, and an Indian prayer gong 
and photos from the India Village Project 
in which he had been so involved.

He will be fondly remembered for his 
gentle, unassuming and caring approach to 
all whom he encountered. 

May he rest in peace.

A tribute to life and work 
of Br Douglas Welsh
 

Br Douglas lived his 
life according to the 
Beatitudes, teaching 
with imagination and 
creativity in various 
schools, developing 
the Recovery Unit in 
Dundee, the global 
citizenship project 
and the India Village 
Project

Bishop Stephen Robson and clergy 
of the Diocese are going for a retreat 
to Kinnoull Monastery in December. 
They will journey with God in prayer. 
Please pray for them. St Mary’s Kin-
noull also offers a weekend ‘Silent Ad-
vent Retreat’ from 16th-18th Decem-
ber – a great opportunity to prepare 
for Christmas. 

info@kinnoullmonastery.co.uk
or call 01738 624075

Silent 
Advent

mailto:%20info@kinnoullmonastery.co.uk%20
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by John Smith 
In June, the Bishops Conference of 

Scotland published the Independent Safe-
guarding Audit of Safeguarding Practice 
conducted by the Social Care institute of 
Excellence (SCIE). 

The SCIE auditors visited the diocese for 
three days in February. The audit process 
involved interviews, written contributions 
and a survey and documentary analysis. 
This included conversations with Bishop 
Stephen and other key clergy as well as 
myself, as Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor 
and other lay staff involved in safeguard-
ing within the diocese; survey returns from 
parishes; and documentary analysis of files, 
policies and procedures for safeguarding 
and minutes of meetings. Crucially, the au-
ditors also spoke to people from the diocese 
who came forward to discuss their own ex-
periences of approaching the diocese with 
safeguarding matters. 

The ultimate aim of the audit was to work 
with the diocese to support safeguarding 
improvements by identifying how well 
safeguarding is working, identifying where 
there might be weaknesses and exploring 
the rationale for both strengths and weak-
nesses found.

Dunkeld Diocese was the sixth audit to 
carried out by SCIE of the eight Scottish Di-
oceses but as with any audit process, it can 
be a step into the unknown. I am pleased to 
say that the outcome was generally positive. 

In recent years, our diocese has taken 
great strides to strengthen its safeguarding 
structure and support. Experience of social 
work, health, education and law have been 
added to our Diocesan Safeguarding Advi-
sory Group (DSAG). This group is also now 
lead by independent Chairman. 

The auditors highlighted that both the 
DSAG and the Diocesan Risk Assessment 
Management Team (DRAMT) are strong 
and ensure risk management and safe-
guarding oversight, also noting that the 
independent chair has been able to influ-
ence ways of working and professionalise 
processes.

I am pleased to say that the audit empha-
sised a strong leadership for safeguarding 
throughout the diocese from the Bishop, 

DSA and DSAG Chair and this was rec-
ognised by our parishes. The auditors also 
highlighted that there is a strong sense of 
ownership for safeguarding by the diocese 
as a whole. Despite these recent improve-
ments we accept that there is work still 
to be done and further developments to 
be made. We have been, over the last few 
months reorganising our DRAMT. Al-
though the audit recognised this process, 
the auditors highlighted that there was a 
lack of a formal process should there be 
disagreements amongst the group or with 
the Bishop. A process for managing disa-
greements or conflicts of interest has now 
been agreed and is in place, including esca-
lation where a conflict cannot be resolved. 

Our biggest challenge, as with all dio-
ceses in Scotland, is how we as a diocese 
become more proactive in responding to 
survivors of abuse. Although the work of 
the new Scottish Catholic Safeguarding 
Standards Agency will assist each diocese 
with this work, there remains a responsi-
bility on our diocese to listen to those who 
come forward to tell us of their experience 
of abuse. We were challenged by the audi-
tors to reach out to those survivors who 
might not have come forward, to work with 
them in terms of what they might need and 
to ensure their voices are heard within pol-
icy and strategic planning. 

Pope Francis stated “Looking back to the 
past, no effort to beg pardon and to seek to 
repair the harm done will ever be sufficient. 
Looking ahead to the future, no effort must 
be spared to create a culture able to prevent 
such situations from happening, but also to 
prevent the possibility of their being cov-
ered up and perpetuated. The pain of the 
victims and their families is also our pain, 
and so it is urgent that we once more reaf-
firm our commitment to ensure the protec-
tion of minors and vulnerable adults”

As a diocese, we are committed to the 
support of those whose life has been af-
fected by any kind of abuse at the hands of 
Church personnel. There is no time limit 
for those who have suffered to come for-
ward and share their experience with us. 
We are committed to offering the best sup-
port possible to anyone who seeks our help.

The questions posed by the audit re-
port have guided the Safeguarding Action 
Plan for the year ahead. The Action Plan is 
comprehensive and is a good foundation 
for strategic thinking ahead. The auditors 
have challenged the diocese to further con-
solidation our strategic oversight for safe-
guarding as part of a longer-term Strategic 
Safeguarding Plan. We will look to develop 
this over the coming months through the 
DSAG. 

Over the next coming issues of the Dun-
keld News, I will look to update you on 
our post audit progress as well discussing 
safeguarding developments both within the 
diocese and in Scotland. 

The full document can 
be found on the Bishops of 
Scotland website - www.
bcos.org.uk

John Smith is the Diocesan 
Safeguarding Advisor for the 
Diocese of Dunkeld. 

He is a registered Social Worker with 
Scottish Social Services Council. John 
graduated from the University of Dundee 
in 2010 with BA (Hons) in Social Work. 

Prior to his work with the diocese, he 
worked with Dundee City Council Social 
Work Department in the fields of 
Community Mental Health 
and Learning Disabilities.

Safeguarding Audit calls for renewed 
efforts to reach out to abuse survivors

The Catholic Church in Scotland has a mandatory reporting policy for all allegations of abuse. 
This means that ALL are reported to the Police, whether the accused is alive or deceased. 

If you are a survivor of abuse by someone within the Catholic Church and wish to discuss your 
experience, you can do so by contacting our Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser in confidence:

safeguardingadvisor@dunkelddiocese.org.uk
Tel: 01382 225453 (Option 5)

Safeguarding Advisor, Diocese of Dunkeld, Curial Office, 
30 Lawside Road, Dundee. DD3 6SB

Although all allegations are reported to the Police, you have the right to decide whether or 
not to engage with the Police at this stage. If you wish to make a statement to the Police, 

or if you decide that you are unable to do so at the moment, Safeguarding personnel 
are still available to offer you support.
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In five decades as a member of Forfar’s 
St Fergus Catholic Church, Bill Flight has 
pretty much seen and done it all. From 
taking Holy Communion as an extra-
ordinary eucharistic minister to using his 
career experience as a draughtsman to 
design and build a new church hall.

He’s even rolled up his sleeves to repair 
a boundary wall hit by cars three times in 
recent succession. And now the 74-year-old 
has been recognised for his 50 years of ded-
ication with the award of the Benemerenti 
Medal by Pope Francis. 

He said the “unbelievable” honour was 
a humbling accolade. And he paid special 
tribute to wife, Helen, with the couple hav-
ing just celebrated their Golden Wedding 
Anniversary. They have three daughters 
and seven grandchildren, with many of the 
family at the medal ceremony.

Bill expressed his thanks to all who had 
initiated the award which came is a great 
surprise to him. “We moved to just outside 
Forfar when we were married in 1972 and 
came to St Fergus ,” said Bill. “Since then 
we have felt that we wanted to give whoever 
was at St Fergus our support in whatever 
way we could.”

He served a number of priests in that 
time, including Fr Eugene O’Sullivan. Over 
these many years Bill has served as a reader 
and on church committees including 20 
years as treasurer.

He became a minister of the Eucharist in 
1996 and was honoured and delighted for 
several years to take Holy Communion to 
the sick and housebound. 

A passion for music has been a feature of 
his time in Forfar. 

Bill said, “In 1975 I and other parishion-
ers started a music group to sing the hymns 
during Mass. I played guitar and have con-
tinued playing, alongside many different 
choir members over nearly 45 years. In re-
cent years I have taken on full responsibil-
ity for running the choir and choosing the 
hymns for singing at Mass. Recently I led 
a large group of about 30 parishioners and 
formed a choir to sing at the Inter Churches 
Remembrance celebrations.”

Helen too has organised the children’s 
Christmas parties at the church for many 
years. And between them the couple have 
led countless fund raisers. Bill’s professional 
background has proved invaluable at both 
St Fergus and St Anthony’s in Kirriemuir. 

His expertise has proved invaluable in 
a variety of projects, including design and 
build of a new hall at St Fergus and the 
church rewiring.

“It is a phenomenal thing for me to have 
received this, and the culmination of the 
work of so many at St Fergus,” said Bill. “It’s 
a beautiful gold medal and something spec-
tacular really, I’m very proud.”

Bill Flight’s Papal Honour 
at St Fergus’, Forfar

After seven years service in St Fergus’, 
Forfar, and St Anthony’s, Kirriemuir, Bish-
op Stephen has appointed Fr Tobias Okoro 
to become parish priest at St Pius X and St 
Patrick’s in Dundee.

Fr Tobias thanked the parishioners at 
both Forfar and Kirriemuir for the warm 
welcome and support they had given him 
over these past 7 years.

Fr Tobias will also be working within 
the Dundee city hospital chaplaincy for 
Ninewells.  Bishop Stephen also appointed 
Fr Tobias as Vicar Episcopal for Religious 
and Consecrated Life in the Diocese - in 
succession to Fr Ronnie McAinsh CSsR.

A fond farewell 
for Fr Tobias 
from Forfar and 
the Angus glens

DUNDEE PREGNANCY 
AND PARENTHOOD SUPPORT

CONTACT 07453 784295
dundee1paps@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/Dundee-Pregnancy-and-
Parenthood-Support-2321535578123737

We are in particular need of 
cots and buggies. We are open 
Monday, Wednesday and Thurs-

day 9.30-12noon.  As always 
thank you so much for your 

support.

St Columba’s Presbytery beside 
St Columba’s RC Church near 

Asda in Kirkton.

Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney
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St Michael the Archangel, 
defend us in battle…

Italian Pilgrim 
Statue inspires 
prayers in time of need

St Michael is carried in procession into Our Lady of Lourdes’, Perth

Bishop Stephen and Fr Martin Pletts with the altar servers and members of 
the Knights of St Columba who are tasked with the safe escort of the statue

Polish Scouts with their leader Wojciech Dlugolecki attending 
the Mass in Honour of St Michael the Archangel

Since the late 19th Century, Catholics 
have recited the Prayer to St Michael 
when facing disease, disaster and despair.

The prayer proclaims, in part, “St Mi-
chael the Archangel, defend us in battle. 
… O Prince of the heavenly hosts, by the 
power of God, thrust into hell Satan, and all 
the evil spirits, who prowl about the world 
seeking the ruin of souls.”

Before Vatican II, this prayer was often 
recited after Mass, although it wasn’t in the 
rubrics. In 1994, St Pope John Paul II urged 
Catholics to embrace it – while preaching 
on threats to the unborn. 

During the present pandemic, many par-
ishes added the prayer to the end of Mass.

This summer, Scotland got the oppor-
tunity to host a visit of a specially com-
missioned pilgrim statue of St Michael 
the Archangel. Made in Italy, it arrived at 
St. Augustine’s Church, Coatbridge where 
it was blessed by Fr Peter Prusakiewicz 
(CSMA), on May 4th, 2022. Initial inter-
est to see and host the statue has exceeded 
expectations the result of which the four 
month schedule has been extended to Feb-
ruary, 2023. 

St James’, Kinross were the first parish to 
receive the statue in Dunkeld Diocese and 
from there it travelled to Our Lady’s, Perth 
where Bishop Stephen celebrated Mass 
to mark the occasion and thereafter to St 
John the Baptist, Perth. Later this month it 
is scheduled to visit St Thomas’, Arbroath 
(26th October) and then, from 2nd-9th 
November, St Mungo’s, Alloa,

For more information on the tour, 
email holyangelsinfo@gmail.com
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St Serf ’s, High Valleyfield, celebrates 100 years
The centenary of the opening of St 

Serf ’s Church, High Valleyfield, in Fife, 
was marked with a Solemn Mass of 
Thanksgiving, celebrated by Bishop Ste-
phen Robson. 

Fr Michael Carrie, parish priest, reports 
from the parish archive:  “The church dedi-
cated to St Serf was solemnly opened by 
Bishop John Toner, Bishop of Dunkeld on 
23rd April, 1922. It replaced the school-
church which had been in use from 1915.” 

“The bishop was assisted by Very Rev Dr 
Forbes from St Peter’s College, Bearsden. 
Fr Carrigan was deacon and Fr Murphy of 
Cowdenbeath served as sub-deacon. Can-
on Michael Lavelle was Master of Ceremo-
nies and Canon John Malcolm and Canon 
Doherty were deacons at the throne.”

At the Mass on 1st July 2022, Bishop Ste-
phen was joined by priests from across the 
Diocese including Canon Tom Shields and 
Mgr Martin Drysdale - both sons of the 
parish. Canon Tom delivered the homily.

During the Mass, Bishop Stephen blessed 
a new icon of St Serf which was commis-
sioned to mark the parish’s centenary. The 
beautiful icon of St Serf was created by 
Katherine Sanders Icons. It depicts St Serf 
welcoming  St Thenew and the infant St 
Mungo at Culross.

Katherine said, “Creating a new painted 
icon with water gilding for this parish gave 
me the opportunity to imagine a moment 
in Culross, where three saints - St Serf, St 
Mungo and St Theneva were gathered to-
gether on the shores of the Forth, blessed 
by Christ Himself.”

Bishop Stephen arrives to celebrate the Centenary Mass

Concelebration with priests from around the Deanery and beyond

A time to reflect on the parish’s  foundations

Parish priest Fr Michael Carrie and Bishop Stephen 
with Grace O’Brien and her daughter Honour O’Brien

More photos
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MMAAKKEE  YYOOUURR  DDOONNAATTIIOONN  
GGOO  FFUURRTTHHEERR  !!                                                                

Ask your Parish Priest or Gift Aid organiser for more details or to sign up and gift aid 
your donation.

Sign up today so our
parishes/diocese can claim an
extra 25p for every £1 you give
at no extra cost to you!

You just need to:
• Pay UK or Capital Gains Tax
• Donate via identifiable methods

Gift Aid helps our parishes 
and diocese to thrive!

Donation Total 
with 
Gift 
Aid

Weekly Monthly Yearly

£5 £20 £240 £300

£10 £40 £480 £600

£20 £80 £960 £1200

£25 £100 £1200 £1500

SUPPORT OUR WORK
Remembering your Parish/Diocese in your Will
• The Church encourages us to be mindful of God’s many blessings and of His provision for us. In so doing, our natural response is to 

want to give back, recognising that all good things come from God. One way we can all do this is to remember the work of our 
parish / diocese in our will. This is a simple way to thank God for all His goodness to us during our lives and ensure that our faith 
will live on in future generations. 

• Leaving a gift in our will is the culmination of a life-time of faith, a sign of gratitude for all we have enjoyed. 

• Once we have provided for the needs of our family, this is a simple step we can all take. By remembering our parish and/or diocese 
in our will, we can support the vital work of priests and people in the building up of God’s Church, in looking after our churches 
and in reaching out to these in need in our local communities. 

• All this is made possible as we give back to God in response to his care of us.

Benefits to Others

• The Government supports gifts to charities by people in their wills and any such gift is free of Inheritance Tax. This means that 
when your executors are calculating whether any Inheritance Tax is payable on your estate at the time of your death, they do not
have to take into account any amount which you give to the Church.

Getting Advice

• For advice on writing your will we recommend you speak to your solicitor. We are happy to liaise with them regarding wording,
and can be reached at the Diocesan Offices 01382 225453.

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/scotland/family/death-and-wills

The Dundee branch of the Society for 
the Protection of Unborn Children held 
a very successful bingo in Ss Leonard & 
Fergus church hall. The organisers were 
delighted to raise £300.  

The branch chairperson, Josie Cecil, said 

“After a four year break, we’re hoping to get 
back to an annual bingo to help with funds. 
The money raised is used to support local 
initiatives like our commemoration vigil 
which will be held in the City Square this 
year at 6pm on October 27th, followed by 
Mass in St Andrew’s Cathedral at 7.30pm”

“Our funds are also used to foster the 
next generation of pro-lifers as we sponsor 
local students to attend the SPUC confer-
ence. Anyone looking for more informa-
tion about SPUC Dundee or pro-life events 
can contact the branch via SPUC Scotland 
or Pro Life Dundee Facebook page.”

Bingo is back 
for Dundee 
SPUC
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World Youth Day began in 1984, when 
Pope St John Paul II invited over 300,000 
young people from around the world to 
an International Jubilee of Youth on Palm 
Sunday in St Peter’s Square, Rome. As he 
saw how many turned up, he exclaimed, 
“Who claimed that today’s youth has lost 
their sense of values? Is it really true that 
they cannot be counted on?” 

Every Palm Sunday since has been desig-
nated as a World Youth Day.

The first official International World 
Youth Day event was held in 1986, and 
there has been one every three years since, 
rotating around the world with a different 

theme each time. Groups of young people 
travel great distances to attend, and it is al-
ways a truly spiritual experience.

The next international World Youth Day 
will be held in Lisbon, Portugal, in August 
2023. The Diocese of Dunkeld hopes to be 
able to send a group of young people to this 
event – keep your eyes and ears open for 
updates as they come! Sign up to the Dun-
keld Youth mailing list and keep an eye on 
our website/social media for the registra-
tion link. www.dunkeldyouth.org.uk

Some parishes are already offering sup-
port with funding - ask your parish priest 
for more details.

,,. 
�---:rhe Dunkeld Youth Service is looking 

for local Parish volunteers to 
facilitate youth groups. 

WE WILL PROVIDE TRAINING, SUPPORT 
AND RESOURCES 

Launched in Autumn 2022 

For more info or to register interest, 

G�T IN TOlUJCIHI WITIHI CANON TOM: 
stfi lla n er i eff@d u n k e ld diocese. o rg. u k �:., . 

Dunkeld 
Youth 

Service
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Mass in Crieff for Canon Andrew Clark’s 25th anniversary

Priesthood celebrations at Blairgowrie for Fr Gregory (Above) - Canon Andrew Clark celebrates 
the 25th anniversary of his ordination at a 
Mass in St Fillan’s, Crieff, with Bishop Ste-
phen and priests from around the diocese 
and beyond. Canon Andrew recently retired 
after a lifetime of service as Chaplain to HM 
Prisons. He began his ministry as an Angli-
can priest before converting to the Catholic 
Church, Fr Andrew’s wife Jackie and their 
children were among the friends and family 
who joined the celebrations.

(Left) - Fr Gregory Umunna, pictured here 
with Bishop Stephen Robson and Fr Tobias 
Okoro (St Pius X and St Patrick’s, Dundee), 
marked the Silver Jubilee of his priestly Or-
dination with a Mass in his parish of St Ste-
phen’s, Blairgowrie. Over the past 10 years 
he has worked with restoration work at St 
Stephen’s. He is also the representative of the 
Bishops’ Conference of Scotland on the Ans-
combe Bioethics Centre Oxford, London, a 
think-tank for bioethical issues.Photo courtesy of Eddie Mahoney

Photo courtesy of Elaine Harrison

Mgr Basil O’Sullivan, parish priest  
at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, 
Auchterarder, returned to the Holy Family 
parish, Dunblane, where he had served for 
over 30 years, to celebrate his 
90th Birthday.

Now in the 66th year of his priesthood 
Mgr Basil is Scotland’s oldest serving 
parish priest!


